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1  he  Djggest  Mother  m  Boston 

Somebocly^has  applie?  to  the  Red  Cross,  the 
happy  phrase  “The  Greatest  Mother  in  the 
World.”  That  phrase  aptly  describes  both  the 
spirit  and  the  methods  of  the  Red  Cross  Society. 
If  the  Franklin  Square  House  cannot  make  any 
such  exalted  claim  for  its  service  as  this,  it  may  at 
least  justly  claim  to  be  the  biggest  mother  in 
Boston.  Indeed  we  may  enlarge  the  claim  some¬ 
what.  It  is  the  biggest  mother  in  Massachu¬ 
setts.  •  Perhaps  we  may  say  it  is  the  biggest 
mother  of  girls  in  America.  By  this  I  mean  that 
there  is  no  other  house  in  Boston,  or  Massachusettss, 
or  America,  where  so  many  working  girls  and  stu¬ 
dents  are  housed  under  one  roof.  But  a  house  is 
not  a  home.  A  home  implies  a  mother,  and  no 
house,  however  big  or  however  splendid,  ever  does 
become  a  home  without  the  mother  spirit.  The 
one  fact  concerning  the  Franklin  Square  House, 
which  makes  me  most  thankful  of  all,  is  that  it  does 
exemplify  the  mother  spirit  in  a  large  degree. 

Since  I  freely  admit  that  mere  bigness  is  not  de¬ 
cisive,  I  also  claim  that  it  is  good  as  well  as  big. 
The  Franklin  Square  House,  when  it  is  full  has 
approximately  850  girls.  Its  bigness  therefore 
stands  unquestioned.  What  can  I  say  then,  to  jus¬ 
tify  the  claim  that  it  is  not  only  a  big  mother  but  a 
good  mother  to  its  girls. 

A  good  mother  will  love  her  daughters  as  well 
as  her  sons  with  an  unquenchable  love  and  be 
ready,  at  all  times  to  do  everything  in  her  power  to 
make  them  happy.  The  Franklin  Square 
House  will  stand  this  test. 


A  good  mother  will  be  solicitous  for,  and  jealous 
of  her  daughter’s  reputation.  She  will  wish,  with 
all  her  soul,  that  her  daughter  shall  grow  into  a 
good,  true,  woman.  The  Franklin  Square 
House  will  stand  this  test. 

But  more  than  this,  a  good  mother  will  discrimi¬ 
nate  between  mere  reputation  and  character.  Rep¬ 
utation  is  what  other  people  think  of  us.  Character 
is  what  we  are.  A  good  mother  will  wish  for  her 
daughter,  not  merely  that  no  scandal  shall  arise  con¬ 
cerning  her,  she  will  wish,  with  all  her  soul  that 
her  daughter  will  really  be  good  as  well  as  seem 
good.  The  Franklin  Square  House  will 
stand  this  test. 

A  good  mother  will  be  not  only  a  well  wisher 
for  the  welfare  of  her  daughter,  but  she  will  be  wise 
and  discriminating  in  her  treatment  of  her  daughter, 
showing  her  love  in  a  thousand  ways;  for  example: 
She  will  be  jealous  of  her  daughter  s  health.  She 
will  try  to  teach  her  how  to  eat,  how  to  sleep,  how 
to  work,  how  to  dress,  how  to  care  more  for  fund¬ 
amental  things  of  life,  than  for  the  mere  garments 
she  puts  on.  The  Franklin  Square  House 
will  stand  this  test. 

The  good  and  wise  mother,  in  case  of  her  daugh¬ 
ter’s  real  illness  will  bend  heaven  and  earth  to  make 
her  well.  She  will  sacrifice  if  necessary  to  the  last 
degree  and  watch  over  her  and  care  for  her  while 
she  is  ill.  The  Franklin  Square  House  will 
stand  this  test. 

We  maintain  and  have  maintained,  from  the  be¬ 
ginning,  a  hospital  suite  for  the  special  care  of  the 
sick  without  imposing  any  burden  for  the  care,  upon 
the  girl  herself. 


A  good  and  wise  mother  will  care  for  her 
daughters  recreation.  She  will  not  isolate  her 
daughter  from  all  contact  with  others  of  her  own  age. 
She  will  plan  with  wisdom  and  discrimination  that 
her  daughters  shall  have  regular  and  wholesome  rec¬ 
reation  with  those  of  her  own  age.  The  Frank¬ 
lin  Square  House  will  stand  this  test. 

We  have  provided  wholesome  supervised  enter¬ 
tainment  with  two  large  halls  at  their  disposal. 
One  for  concert  purposes  and  one  for  dancing  at 
least  once  a  week  so  that  among  these  business 
girls  and  students  there  may  be  ample  provision  for 
the  social  life  of  our  daughters  under  our  own  roof. 

Furthermore  a  wise  and  good  mother  will  see 
that  her  daughters  have  ample  opportunity  to  meet 
respectable  young  men  under  fair  and  safe  con¬ 
ditions.  She  will  recognize  the  divine  instinct  by 
which  young  women  love  the  society  of  young  men 
and  young  men  love  the  society  of  young  women 
and  if  this  social  instinct  should  ripen  first  into  re¬ 
spect  then  into  love,  she  will  desire  that  the  ensuing 
courtship  shall  be  conducted  not  in  the  daughter’s 
bedroom  but  in  some  place  which  shall  be  safe  both 
for  the  girl’s  reputation  and  character.The  Frank¬ 
lin  Square  House  will  stand  this  test,  be¬ 
cause  it  maintains  24  private  parlors  set  aside  ex¬ 
clusively  for  this  purpose  so  that  no  daughter  shall 
be  driven  from  the  house  onto  the  street  to  meet 
her  friend  or  lover,  and  no  daughter  shall  feel 
humiliated  by  being  compelled  to  invite  the  young 
man  of  her  choice,  to  her  bedroom  for  rational 
privacy. 

But  this  is  not  all  the  thought  that  a  good  and 
wise  mother  will  take  for  her  daughter's  welfare. 


If  circumstances  lead  the  daughter  into  the  world  of 
wage  earners  to  earn  her  living  or  for  partial  sup¬ 
port  of  the  family,  the  good  and  wise  mother  will 
wish  that  her  daughter  should  find  regular  and  con¬ 
genial  employment.  Here  again  the  Franklin 
Square  House  stands  justified,  for  from  the  begin¬ 
ning  one  of  our  chief  concerns  have  been  for  the 
girl  who  for  one  reason  or  another,  finds  herself  out 

of  employment.  We  seek  with  all  earnestness  to 
put  her  in  a  new  position  where  she  will  find  steady 
work. 

In  the  life  of  almost  every  young  woman  there 
will  arise  problems  of  infinite  variety  and  complex¬ 
ity,  where  a  mother’s  counsel  is  needed  and  where 
the  value  of  a  mother's  encouragement  cannot  be 
over-estimated.  To  have,  at  such  times  some  one 
to  whom  she  may  open  her  heart  and  tell  her  story, 
will  be  beyond  all  price  and  a  mother  will  wish  if 
her  daughter  is  beyond  her  reach  that  she  will  have 
some  such  counselor  that  will  take  the  place  for  the 
moment,  of  the  real  mother.  The  Franklin  Square 
House  will  stand  this  test,  for  we  have  a  woman, 
who  so  far  fills  the  place  of  a  mother  that  the  girls 
have,  many  of  them,  freely  adopted  her  as  “Mother 
Worcester.”  It  is  her's  to  meet  these  girls  and 
make  their  problems  her  own,  hear  their  stories, 
listen  to  their  troubles,  counsel  them,  advise  them, 
console  them  and  in  a  thousand  ways,  to  lift  the 
burdens  from  their  hearts 

The  Franklin  Square  House,  may  therefore,  not 
only  claim  to  be  the  biggest  mother  of  girls  in 
Boston,  but  it  may  also  justify  the  claim  of  being  not 
only  a  big  mother,  but  also  a  ve  y  good  and  wise 
mother.  Do  you  not  therefore,  in  view  of  its  record 
of  the  past  and  its  purpose  for  the  future  wish  to  see 
it  placed  upon  a  permanent  basis  of  success  by  help¬ 
ing  to  secure  its  complete  freedom  from  indebted¬ 
ness  on  its  property?  This  is  a  clean-up  cam¬ 
paign. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  MANAGERS 

FOR  1913 


THE  TEMPORARY  HOME  FOR  WORKING  WOMEN 


The  time  has  again  come  for  the  Managers  of  the  Temporary 
Home  for  Working  Women  to  offer  their  annual  report  to  those 
friends  who,  from  year  to  year,  have  shown  their  interest  in  our 
welfare.  Figures  show  that  seventeen  thousand,  two  hundred 
and  forty-three  women  have  been  admitted  since  1878,  when  the 
work  was  started.  This  means  that  an  average  of  about  four 
hundred  and  ninety-two  women  a  year  are  being  sheltered  and 
cared  for  within  our  walls.  During  the  past  year,  we  have 
lodged  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  and  served  one  thousand,  five 
hundred  and  thirty-four  meals.  One  thousand,  seven  hundred 
and  fifty-six  women  have  been  sent  out  as  day  workers.  Our  free 
Intelligence  Office  is  becoming  quite  a  business  in  itself,  and  the 
increase  has  been  very  marked  during  the  last  few  years.  More 
employers  and  employees  are  realizing  every  day  that  they  may 
procure  aid  without  charge  and  the  class  of  people  we  have  dealt 
with  this  year  has  improved  in  both  cases.  This  does  not  mean 
that  our  difficult  cases  have  left  us,  for  they  are  ever  present  and 
are  often  the  most  important  to  help,  but  occupation  almost  always 
is  found  even  for  those  women  who  have  reached  really  advanced 
age.  When  a  woman  is  unable  to  work,  in  consequence  of 
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illness  or  physical  defect,  she  is  sent  to  the  proper  hospital  or 
institution,  as  our  accommodations  do  not  justify  the  keeping  of 
an  invalid.  The  aim  of  the  Home  is  to  help  those  who  are 
willing  to  help  themselves  and  the  obligation  to  balance  their 
board  and  lodgings  with  work  either  in  the  laundry,  sewing  room, 
or  house,  under  the  guidance  of  matrons,  gives  the  women  a  feel¬ 
ing  of  self-respect  which  they  would  not  otherwise  gain.  It  is 
our  desire  to  keep  the  house  in  good  repair,  neat,  clean  and  fresh, 
both  inside  and  out.  With  this  in  view,  the  Home  was  closed 
during  two  weeks  in  August,  for  the  necessary  repairs,  which 
consisted  this  year  of  some  new  plumbing,  hardwood  floors, 
plastering  and  the  usual  painting,  etc.  The  Home  has  met  with 
two  severe  losses  during  the  year.  Mrs.  Thomas  R.  Wheelock, 
who  for  thirteen  years  had  been  a  member  of  the  Board,  died  in 
May,  just  after  returning  from  a  year  in  China.  Her  great  interest 
in  the  Home  had  been  shown  in  many  ways,  and  her  good 
judgment  has  been  sadly  missed.  The  following  resolutions  were 
passed  by  the  Board  and  placed  on  the  records  :  — 

Resolved  :  ‘  ‘  That  in  the  death  of  Mrs.  Wheelock 

the  Temporary  Home  for  Working  Women  has  lost  a 
devoted  and  faithful  friend,  who  for  thirteen  years  has 
given  her  warm  sympathy  and  untiring  advice  to  all  those 
who  have  come  in  contact  with  her.  It  is  with  true 
sorrow  that  the  Board  of  Directors  place  on  record 
these  resolutions,  which  express  but  poorly  their  feeling 
of  gratitude  and  appreciation.  ” 

Our  other  loss  touched  very  closely  the  working  of  the 
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Home.  On  October  24th,  Miss  Murphy,  our  superintendent, 
died  after  a  few  days’  illness,  embolism  following  an  operation  for 
appendicitis,  being  the  direct  cause  of  her  death.  Miss  Murphy 
started  with  us  in  the  capacity  of  laundry  matron :  her  general 
efficiency  and  disposition  giving  her  the  opportunity  of  filling  the 
superintendent’s  place,  when  it  became  vacant  in  1908.  The 
Directors  have  been  well  repaid  for  the  confidence  they  placed  in 
her,  for  her  thought  for  the  Home  has  been  constant,  her  warm 
sympathy  has  cheered  many  a  poor  discouraged  woman,  lonely  for 
a  kind  word  or  good  advice  and  her  success  in  raising  the  stand¬ 
ards  in  the  Home,  and  in  reducing  the  expenditures  to  the  lowest 
figures  could  only  have  been  accomplished  by  one  whose  heart  was 
in  her  work.^  The  simple  funeral  service  which  was  held  at  the 
Home  on  Sunday,  October  26th,  was  most  touching  and  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  the  woman  whose  influence  in  the  house  and  neighbor¬ 
hood  will  be  felt  for  many  years. 

The  period  of  reconstruction  after  several  years  of  faithful 
service  by  a  person  of  responsibility,  is  always  hard,  but  the 
Managers  are  glad  to  say  that  Mrs.  Edson,  Miss  Murphy’s  sister, 
who  has  been  connected  with  the  Home  for  over  a  year,  has 
succeeded  to  the  position  of  Superintendent  and  with  new  and 
efficient  under  matrons,  it  is  hoped  that  the  Home  will  continue  to 
do  its  useful  work  and  that  the  laundry  and  sewing  departments 
will  turn  out  a  higher  standard  of  work  than  ever  before.  We 
ask  your  patronage  and  if  you  are  not  satisfied  we  ask  your 
criticism,  for  after  all  the  surest  way  of  procuring  good  work  is 
through  the  co-operation  of  patron  and  worker. 


RESULTS 


Women  admitted  since  1878 

Women  admitted  in  1913 . 

Women  permanently  placed 
Women  temporarily  placed .. 
Women  sent  to  day’s  work¬ 
women  sent  to  hospital . 

Number  of  lodgings . . 

Number  of  meals . 
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NOTICE 


All  respectable  women  who  apply  are  admitted  into  the 
Home,  provided  they  are  able  to  work  in  pay  for  their  board 
and  lodging. 

Babies  under  two  years,  with  their  mothers,  may  be  admitted 
for  a  few  days  only. 

Each  case  is  looked  into  by  the  Superintendent,  and  if 
possible,  a  suitable  situation  is  found  where  the  woman  may 
become  self-supporting. 

Women  unfit  for  work  are  sent  to  a  hospital  or  to  the  Chari¬ 
table  Institution  best  suited  to  their  needs. 

No  woman  may  stay  more  than  one  month  at  the  Home,  or 
be  received  again  until  six  months  shall  have  elapsed,  unless  by 
special  permission. 

The  Home  is  conducted  by  a  Superintendent  and  two  Assist¬ 
ants,  under  the  supervision  of  a  visitor  from  the  Board  of 
Managers. 

The  industries  of  the  Home  are  laundry  work,  sewing,  and 
the  care  of  the  house,  and  the  women  are  taught  to  do  better 
work  in  these  departments. 

The  Home  is  strictly  non-sectarian. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  TEMPORARY  HOME  FOR  WORKING  WOMEN  —  NOVEMBER  30th,  1913 
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LIST  OF  CONTRIBUTORS 


1913 

January  3  Mrs.  David  P.  Kimball .  $25.00 

January  Mrs.  Henry  P.  Kidder .  20.00 

January  11  George  Abbot  James  . .  ... .  10.00 

January  11  Mrs.  James  Curtis  .  10.00 

January  14  Mrs.  Henry  S.  Grew .  10.00 

January  15  Mrs.  H.  S.  Foster .  10.00 

January  28  Mrs.  R.  W.  Emmons,  2nd .  15.00 

January  28  Mrs.  George  G.  Lowell . 10.00 

January  28  A.  G.  Van  Nostrand . 10.00 

March  18  Mary  L.  Blake . . ' .  . .  5.00 

April  29  Elizabeth  B.  Bryant . 24.00 

June  21  Ethel  Cabot . 5.00 

June  21  Ralph  B.  Williams . 10.00 

November  25  Mrs.  Fozzio  Jewett  Moore .  25.00 

$189.00 


GIFTS 


February 

March 

April 


June 


July 

August 


October 

November 


December 


J.  W.  Soren,  clothing. 

Mrs.  Coolidge,  12  volumes  of  books. 

Mrs.  Crehore,  16  volumes  of  books. 

Mrs.  James  Baker,  flowers. 

Miss  Crehore,  clothing. 

Miss  Scribner,  hats. 

Miss  Nettleton,  clothing. 

Mrs.  J.  W.  Soren,  clothing. 

Miss  Little,  flowers. 

Mrs.  Brigham,  clothing. 

Mrs.  Caleb  Loring,  1  bushel  peas. 

Mrs.  George  R.  Shaw,  vegetables. 

Warren  Avenue  Baptist  Church,  flowers. 

Miss  Lucy  C.  Crehore,  ice  cream  and  cake  trip  to  Norumbega 
Park. 

Boston  Elevated  Road,  50  tickets. 

Miss  F.  H.  Murphy,  clothing. 

Mrs.  W.  C.  Loring,  one  box  vegetables,  one  package  books. 

Miss  Clara  L.  J.  Pierce,  clothing. 

The  Needlework  Guild,  Boston  Branch,  35  pieces  of  new  under¬ 
wear. 

Miss  F.  H.  Murphy,  one  box  of  clothing. 

Miss  E.  W.  Leavitt,  clothing. 

Miss  Clara  L.  J.  Pierce,  clothing. 


11 
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FORM  OF  BEQUEST 


I  bequeath  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Temporary  Home  for 
Working  Women,  a  corporation  under  the  laws  of  the  Common¬ 
wealth  of  Massachusetts,  the  sum  of . 

Dollars,  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  said  corporation. 
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